
ECONOMIC SURVEY OF DELHI, 2008-200920

1. Population of Delhi

The Decennial Population Census conducted during 2001, revealed that the population
of Delhi, as on 1st March, 2001, worked out to 13.85 millions as against 9.42 millions
as on 1st March, 1991. The decennial growth recorded during 1991-2001, therefore
comes to 47.02%. The corresponding percentage at All-India level worked out to 21.34%.
The total population of Delhi accounts for 1.34% of the All-India Population whereas in
area, it is only 0.05% of total area of country. The main results of Population Census
2001 of NCT Delhi are given in Table 3.1  The Projected Population of NCT Delhi as
on 1st March, 2009 comes to 17.44 millions with 95.0% of this in urban areas.

2. Area of NCT of Delhi

The total area of NCT of Delhi in terms of rural and urban composition during 1991
and 2001 Population Census is given below:

CHAPTER 3

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE

The total area of NCT of Delhi though remained the same during 1991 and 2001 its
rural –urban composition has undergone change due to urbanization of villages.

3. ANNUAL AVERAGE GROWTH RATE OF POPULATION IN DELHI

The annual average exponential growth rate of population of Delhi was the highest
(6.42%) during 1941-1951 due to large scale migration from Pakistan to India after
partition in 1947.  The annual growth recorded 4.22 % during 1951-1961, 4.25% during
1961-1971, 4.25% during 1971-1981 and 4.15% during 1981-1991.  The annual growth
rate of population of Delhi recorded during 1991-2001, though declined marginally to
3.85%, it is still double the national average.
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4. DISTRICT-WISE POPULATION OF DELHI

Delhi was considered as a single district for Population Census 1991.  In 1996,
Government of NCT of Delhi, through a Gazette notification created 9 districts and 27
sub-divisions. Population Census 2001 was conducted in Delhi in each of 9 districts
and 27 Sub-divisions. Ranking of districts by population-wise in 1991 and 2001 is given
in the following statement 3.1:

Statement 3.1

Note: The population of nine districts for 1991 is derived by recasting the Census data of
1991 Census according to the present jurisdiction of the districts.

5. SEX RATIO

Sex Ratio is a very important demographic indicator to study socio-economic
characteristics of population.  The sex ratio (Number of females per 1000 males) is 821
in 2001.  The corresponding figure of sex ratio at All-India is 933.  Ranking of districts
by sex ratio 1991-2001 is given in the following statement 3.2.  Sex ratio in selected
countries is given in statement 3.3.
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Statement 3.2

Ranking of Districts by Sex  Ratio, 1991-2001

Note: Sex Ratio of nine districts for 1991 is derived by recasting the Census data of 1991
Census according to the present jurisdiction of the districts.

Statement 3.3
Sex ratio in Selected Countries
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Source: Paper 1 of 2001 census,RGI (World Population Prospects (mid year estimates)
1998 Revision, Volume 2, sex and age, United nations )

6. SEX RATIO IN DELHI AND INDIA (1901 TO 2001)

Chart 3.1

7. DENSITY OF POPULATION

Density of population is one of the important indicators to study population concentration.

It is defined as number of persons living in per sq. kilometer.  According to Census

2001, the density of population is worked out at 9340 person per sq. km. as against

6352 person in 1991.  Density of population at All-India level has been worked out at

324 person per sq. km. in 2001. The density of population in Delhi is the highest

among all States/UTs  in the country.  Ranking of districts by population density is given

in the following statement 3.4:
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Stement 3.4

Note:  Density of population of nine districts for 1991 is derived by recasting the Census

data of 1991 Census according to the present jurisdiction of the districts.

8. FAMILY SIZE

As per 1991 Census, the average family size was 5.06 person. The highest numbers of

families i.e. 50% are in the category of 3-5 person and the lowest 9% in the category of

9 & more person. The family size in urban areas is 4.99 person in comparison with

rural family size of 5.90 person. Details are in table 3.7. Family size as per Population

Census 2001 is 5.1.

9. LITERACY

Literacy is a predominant factor of demographic characteristic, which is worked out

during the course of Population Census.  According to Population Census, a person is

considered literate, if he or she can read and write with understanding any language.
The following statement 3.5 gives literacy rate in Delhi during 1961 to 2001 Census.
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Stement 3.5

Note: Literacy rates for 1961 and 1971 relate to population aged five years and above. The
rates for the years 1981 to 2001 relate to the population aged seven years and above.

Literacy rate by sex  for Delhi and Districts is given in the following statement 3.6:

Stement 3.6

Note: Literacy rate for 1991 have been worked out on the basis of recasting the Census
data of 1991 Census according to the present jurisdiction of the districts.
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The highest literacy rate recorded in 2001 is 90.90 % in Kerala.  Delhi’s literacy rate
81.67 % making it Sixth most literate State/U.T. in ranking of States and U.Ts. by
literacy rate during Census 2001.

10. AGE DISTRIBUTION

Age wise distribution based on 2001 census has been released by the Registrar General
of India.

Age wise distribution of Delhi Population for 1991 and 2001 based on sex is given in
the statement 3.7 below:

Stement 3.7
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11. POPULATION OF FOUR METROPOLITAN CITIES IN 2001

According to the Population Census 2001, Delhi has been noted as the third most
populated city in India. Amongst the four metropolitan cities, Mumbai Urban Agglomeration
occupies the first position with highest population of 16.37 million.  Second and Third
positions have been occupied  by Kolkata and Delhi Urban Agglomeration with total
population of 13.22 million and 12.79 million respectively, whereas Chennai Urban
agglomeration is populated with a population of 6.42 million only. A comparative picture
of four metropolitan cities of India in respect to population and sex ratio has been
presented in the following statement 3.8.

Stement 3.8

The highest sex ratio in Census 2001 has been recorded in Chennai, followed by
Kolkata,  Mumbai and Delhi.
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Chart : 3.2

12. RURAL URBAN RATIO

The rural population was 47.24% of Delhi’s Population in 1901 has continued to decline
upto the level of   6.82% in 2001. Details are given in Table No. 3.10.  The rural urban
population of Delhi and Districts – 2001 is given in Statement 3.9

Statement – 3.9

Rural Urban Population of Delhi and Districts – 2001
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The Sex ratio in Delhi and Districts : Rural and Urban: 2001 is given in Statement 3.10

Statement 3.10

It may be seen from the following statement 3.11 that number of villages in Delhi is fast
declining in each decade under the impact of urbanisation.

Statement 3.11

13. Literacy Rate in Rural & Urban Areas

Literacy rate in Delhi was 81.67 % in 2001.  Its rural and urban composition was
78.05 % and 82.00 % respectively. The following statement 3.12 gives the literacy rate
in rural and urban areas of nine districts as recorded in 2001 Census.
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Statement :3.12

Literacy Rate in rural and urban areas of  Delhi, Districts – 2001

14. TREND OF URBANISATION IN DELHI

Statement 3.13 presents total population, urban population, percentage of urban
population, Annual exponential growth rate and decennial growth percent.

It is revealed that only 0.21 million person were living in urban areas in 1901 and it
increased to 12.82 million in 2001. In terms of percentage, urban population was
52.76% in 1901 and it rose to 93.18 % in 2001. It shows that fast urbanisation has
taken place in the capital city. According to Population Census 2001, the highest
percentage of urban population in India is in Delhi (93.18%), followed by Chandigarh
(89.78%) and Pondicheri (66.57%).
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Statement : 3.13

Trend of Urbanisation in Delhi 1901-2001
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15. WORKERS PARTICIPATION

The overall percentage of total workers to total population in entire NCT of Delhi has

registered a marginal increase in 2001 as compared to 1991, both in rural and urban

areas.  Consequently, the percentage of non-workers has declined during the same

period.  During the decade 1991-2001, the work participation of the population has

increased by 1.18 percentage points.  A comparison of the data of Rural and Urban

areas of Delhi reveals that the increase in total workers is more in rural areas, where it

has increased from 29.12% in 1991 to 31.87% in 2001.  As regards urban areas, the

% of total workers to total population had registered a marginal increase from 31.92%

in 1991 to 32.89% in 2001.
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Statement 3.14

Percentage of Total workers, Main workers, Marginal workers and Non - workers to total
population by Residence and Sex : State and District : 1991 and 2001
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16. VITAL RATES

According to Civil Registration Records, birth and death rate (per 000 population) have
been declined since 1991.  The birth rate  28.48 per 1000 recorded in 1991, further
declined to19.35 in 2007.  The death rate also declined from 6.35 per 1000 in 1991
and 6.07   per 1000 in 2007.  Infant mortality rate declined from 32.37 per thousand
live birth in 1991 to 25.44 in 2007. The birth rate, death rate, infant mortality rate in
Delhi vis-à-vis India is given in the following statement 3.15:

Statement : 3.15



35ECONOMIC SURVEY OF DELHI, 2008-2009

Chart : 3.5

17. MIGRATION

The estimates of migration in Delhi are based on birth and death rates and total
increase in population. It is revealed from the estimates that percentage of migration
was 47.42% in 2007, whereas percentage of natural growth in 2007 was 52.58%. In
absolute terms, natural increase in population during 2007 was 2.21 lakh, whereas
migration has been estimated at 2.45 lakh. The trend of migration from 1991 to 2007 is
given in the Statement 3.16.

Statement: 3.16
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The Migration data released by RGI for the Census 2001, indicates that the total
population of Delhi was 138.50 lakh consist of 82.04 lakh from within Delhi and
53.18 lakh as migrated population from various states. The percentage of migration
from various states is given in Statement 3.17.

Statement : 3.17

18. Distribution of Scheduled Languages in Delhi

As in the previous Census, information on the mother tongue as reported by
each individual was collected in the 2001 census also. Out of the total 13.85 million
population of the state, 13.81 million (99.77%) speaks the Languages mentioned
in Statement 3.18.

Statement : 3.18
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Note: As per Population Census 2001, out of the total population of 1,38,50,507 in Delhi,
1,38,18,220 are the speakers of scheduled VIII languages constituting 99.77% and
remaining 32,287 are speakers of other languages constituting 0.23% to the total
population.
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19. Distribution of Disabled Population by Sex, Type of Disability-Rural, Urban-2001

NCT of Delhi.

Statement 3.20
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